
  

 

Reopening Stay & Play 
27th August 2020  COVID-19 Coronavirus  

 

 Where possible information is taken from government guidance and 

was correct to the best of our knowledge as of August 27th 2020 

 
 

 

As restrictions ease many parents and carers are keen to return to activities such as 
Stay & Play.  We have had a number of questions from members about the guidance 

on reopening this type of group.  There is no one single place which sets out a 
defined safe way of operating so this sheet pulls together all the relevant guidance 

and tries to piece together a way forward. 
 

The relevant guidance  
 

Actions for early years and childcare providers 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-
closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures  
 
“Section 3.5: Parents and carers should not be allowed into the setting unless this is essential, and 
children should be dropped off and collected at the door if possible.” 
 
We believe that because of this guidance if you are an early years setting which has sole use 
of a building you cannot currently run a Stay & Play. 

 
 

COVID-19: Guidance for the Safe use of multi purpose community 
facilities 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-multi-purpose-
community-facilities/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-multi-purpose-community-facilities 
 
“Measures should be in place to ensure all users of community facilities follow the guidelines on 
social distancing, including strict adherence to social distancing of 2 metres or 1 metre with risk 

mitigation (where 2 metres is not viable) are acceptable.”  
 
“If partaking in a formal activity, including activity clubs, youth groups and support groups, users of 
community facilities should limit their social interactions with anyone they do not live with. Although 
activities may have 30 or more people participating, exceeding those in a household or bubble, 
where appropriate social distancing and risk mitigation is in place to make it COVID-19 Secure.” 
 
“On entering a community facility users will be required to wear a face covering, and will be required 
to keep it on, unless covered under a ‘reasonable excuse’. This could be for a gym class, if users 
need to eat or drink something, or if they have a health or disability reason to not wear one.”  

“We recognise the importance of social clubs for some individuals and recommend that these can 
proceed with caution in venues that have been made COVID-19 secure.” 

“Clubs or groups that use community facilities can begin to meet again and facility managers should 
follow these COVID-19 secure guidelines to facilitate that.” 

“People meeting in a club or group context at a community centre should be encouraged to socially 
distance from anyone they do not live with or who is not in their support bubble.” 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-multi-purpose-community-facilities/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-multi-purpose-community-facilities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-multi-purpose-community-facilities/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-multi-purpose-community-facilities
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Reopening Soft Play 
https://www.balppa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Indoor-Play-Areas-for-Children-Operational-
Guidance-for-Soft-Play-Equipment.pdf 
 
Sensory rooms remain closed. 
 
Role play equipment to be treated as single use and quarantined/cleaned after each child 
 
“As part of the booking process, you should not intentionally facilitate gatherings between a greater 
number of households than is permitted in their local areas.”  
 
“Once inside a centre, customers should remain with their group, and maintain appropriate social 
distance to individuals and groups outside their own.” 
 

 
Guidance relating to Out of School clubs  is not relevant here as it specifically defines 

itself as for situations where the child’s parent or carer is not present.  It does limit groups of mixed 
children to 15 which you may want to consider.  
 

 
FAQs on what you can and can’t do (general advice for everyone) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-
do/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do 

“You should only be socialising in groups of up to two households (including your support bubble) 
indoors and outdoors or up to six people from different households when outdoors.” 

“More generally, you can continue to meet in larger groups if necessary for work, voluntary or 
charitable services, education, childcare or training, elite sporting competition or training, to fulfil legal 
obligations, to provide emergency assistance, or to enable someone to avoid illness, injury or risk of 
harm.” 

“If taking part in activities with larger groups, you should take particular care to follow social 
distancing guidelines. In addition to those guidelines, the following principles should be observed to 
ensure you meet people in a way that minimises the risk of spreading infection: 

 limit the time you spend interacting with people from outside your household or support bubble to 
the activity which you are partaking in 

 limit the number of different activities which you partake in succession to reduce the potential 
chain of transmission 

 follow strict social distancing guidelines from people outside your household or support bubble 

 group size should be limited to the minimum which allows the activity to take place 

 if organising an activity, you should carry out a COVID-19 risk assessment to identify actions 
which could minimise the risk of transmission. Employers have a legal responsibility to protect 
workers and others from risk to their health and safety” 

 

 

 

https://www.balppa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Indoor-Play-Areas-for-Children-Operational-Guidance-for-Soft-Play-Equipment.pdf
https://www.balppa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Indoor-Play-Areas-for-Children-Operational-Guidance-for-Soft-Play-Equipment.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do/coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do
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What does this mean for Stay & Play groups? 

We know that it is very important for the health and wellbeing of children and parents that they are 

able to meet together and socialise and we know that it is hugely frustrating when other ‘similar’ 

activities seem to be able to go ahead.  Many families have felt very isolated in this period and are 

keen to get out and about again.  

 

From these various guidance documents we think we can draw some principles:  

1. Stay & Play on the premises of an Early Years Setting is not permitted.  

The exception may be if the setting is part of a larger premises such as a children’s centre or 

community centre, but the parents and children for the Stay & Play would have to be 

completely separate from the ‘normal’ setting.  

2. Those attending would need to maintain social distancing. 

This comes from both the guidance for community centres and the soft play.  It would appear 

from the soft play guidance that children are expected to social distance in that type of setting 

which would probably also apply to Stay & Play.   

3. Adults attending would need to wear a mask.  

Again this is evident in all of the guidance.  We don’t think that Stay & Play in itself is a 

sufficient reason to create an exception.  It may be permissible to remove it for certain points 

of the session (e.g. storytelling by one adult where the children would benefit from seeing the 

facial expression).  

 

If you want to open, what could/should you do? 

Risk Assess 

If you’re going to open you need to have read all the available guidance (see links above) and have 

risk assessed and included all the actions that you can take to mitigate risks. 

 Your risk assessment should consider all risk elements including every activity. 

 Consider your volunteers and risk assess them – are they in a vulnerable category and if so 

(and they want to be involved) can you give them roles which involve less interaction?  

 You must keep meticulous records of those attending and contact details for them for test and 

trace purposes.  You should destroy these after 21 days.  Attendees should also have a way 

of contacting the organiser in case they need to notify you of an infection after attending.  

 You will need to have handwashing on entry and frequently through the session. 

 High touch areas should be wiped down regularly. 

 Parents could bring a drink/snack or it should be something that doesn’t require preparation 

(e.g. carton of squash and pre-packaged snack).  

 Make use of any garden areas at your location and open windows wherever possible. 

 Check with your insurer that your cover is valid if you open.  
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Limit numbers 

Limit numbers/run more smaller sessions: you should probably consider capping overall numbers at 

30 (i.e. adults and children).  This may mean that you need to run more than one session – perhaps 

a shorter one with a changeover period in between where equipment is cleaned. You must consider 

social distancing when you look at how many people your space can accommodate.  As a reference 

point, soft play centres are only able to operate at 40% of usual occupancy.  

 

Structure activities 

By running structured activities you can better maintain social distancing.  For example:  

 Individual craft activities set out on spaced tables. 

 Singing, dance/activity on separate mats. 

 For physical play such as slides etc. could you set them out as a circuit which children go 

round (in the way that they would in a soft play structure).  They would need to be supervised 

to maintain social distancing.  

 Playdough or messy play activities should be given to individual children and disposed of 

after use. 

 

 

As there is no specific guidance please remember that this is information which we have put 

together to try and help groups for find a way forward.  It is based on our reading of relevant 

guidance and you must make your own decisions about whether/when you re-open. 

 

 

Please note that advice such as this is usually for our PATA members.  We have made this open 

access because there is so little other advice around for Stay & Play groups and we know how 

important they are to parents and the wider community.  If you are interested in becoming a PATA 

member, toddler group membership is only £45 for the year and comes with benefits including 

access to our telephone/email support and regular emails with relevant information and updates.  

You can find out more on our website: https://www.pataglos.org.uk/Join-Us 

  

https://www.pataglos.org.uk/Join-Us

