
  

 

Guidance for Stay & Play 
17th May 2021 COVID-19 Coronavirus  

 

 Where possible information is taken from government guidance and 
was correct to the best of our knowledge as of May 17th 2021 

 
 

 

We know that many Stay & Play groups are looking at how they might open for the 
summer term and beyond.  Below is a summary of the current advice, correct to the 
best of our knowledge as of 17th May 2021.  We do advise that you keep a check on 
the relevant websites linked below as the guidance continues to change frequently. 
We post all updates on our Facebook page (Find us at @PATAGLOS). 
 
 
The guidance for Parent & Child groups (or Stay & Play) is now in the Actions for early 
years and childcare providers document (last updated 10th May).    
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-
childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures  
 
The key points are as follows:  
 

• It’s a legal requirement that a group must be organised by a business, a 
charitable, benevolent or philanthropic institution, or a public body and must 
only be held in places that are permitted to be open and not in private homes or 
gardens.  This may cause an issue for some small informal groups but most will be 
covered.  If you aren’t sure, get in touch with us to discuss it.  

• From 17th May you can have no more than 30 attendees BUT children under 5 
don’t count and neither does anyone working as part of the group such as a 
group leader.  This may mean that you need to have a booking system to ensure 
that you don’t go over the maximum.  

• You need to follow the ‘systems of control’ which are set out in the document 
linked above.   

 

The group leader must also ensure the following:  
• A risk assessment is completed prior to groups and activities taking place.  
• Social distancing is maintained between adults who do not live together and who are 

not in the same support bubble. 
• Everyone maintains good hand hygiene and all should clean their hands regularly, 

including as they arrive, between activities, and as they leave. 
• Adults wear face coverings where social distancing between adults is not possible (for 

example, when moving around in corridors and in communal areas). See the system 
of controls section for more information on face coverings. 

• Where permitted to be held indoors the areas used are well ventilated with fresh air. 
• Groups and activities take place separately from areas being used at the same time 

by registered children attending an Ofsted registered setting. 
• Any rooms used by these groups are cleaned after each use. 
• A record of all visitors to the setting is kept. 

 
This clearly allows for Stay & Play to take place in an early years setting provided that it is 
separate from the children attending the settings and sufficient cleaning is in place.  You 
may also want to have rules such as the requirement for parents/carers to wear face 
coverings during the session.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
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The advice on singing is now as follows:  

• Group singing can take place (previously this was limited to ‘where it is necessary for 
the group to meet’). 

• Where singing is indoors, no more than 6 adults in the room, including the group 
leader, should sing.  This should be the same 6 throughout the session.  

• You should have good ventilation with fresh air throughout the session.  

• Where singing is outdoors multiple groups of 30 attendees can take part.  This limit 
includes children under 5 so if you have more than 30 attendees you should divide 
into groups of 30 or less and remain in the group for the duration of the session.  

 
 
Other guidance you may want to consider: 
 
COVID-19: Guidance for the safe use of multi purpose community facilities  
(last updated 12th April 2021) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-multi-
purpose-community-facilities/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-multi-purpose-
community-facilities 
 

• Face coverings should be worn when using community facilities 

• Social distancing should be maintained.  
 
 
 
Guidance relating to Out of School clubs is not relevant here as it specifically defines 
itself as for situations where the child’s parent or carer is not present.  
 
 
 

If you want to open, what could/should you do? 

Risk Assess 

If you’re going to open you need to have read all the available guidance (see links above) 

and have risk assessed and included all the actions that you can take to mitigate risks. 

• Your risk assessment should consider all risk elements including every activity. 

• Consider your volunteers and risk assess them – are they in a vulnerable category 

and if so (and they want to be involved) can you give them roles which involve less 

interaction?  

• You must keep meticulous records of those attending and contact details for them for 

test and trace purposes.  You should destroy these after 21 days.  Attendees should 

also have a way of contacting the organiser in case they need to notify you of an 

infection after attending.  

• You will need to have handwashing on entry and frequently through the session. 

• High touch areas should be wiped down regularly. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-multi-purpose-community-facilities/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-multi-purpose-community-facilities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-multi-purpose-community-facilities/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-multi-purpose-community-facilities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-multi-purpose-community-facilities/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-multi-purpose-community-facilities
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• Parents could bring a drink/snack or it should be something that doesn’t require 

preparation (e.g. carton of squash and pre-packaged snack).  

• Make use of any garden areas at your location and open windows wherever possible. 

• Check with your insurer that your cover is valid if you open.  

 

Structure activities 

By running structured activities you can make maintaining social distancing easier.  For 

example:  

• Individual craft activities set out on spaced tables. 

• Singing, dance/activity on separate mats. 

• For physical play such as slides etc. could you set them out as a circuit which children 

go round (in the way that they would in a soft play structure).  They would need to be 

supervised to maintain social distancing.  

 

 

 

Please note that advice such as this is usually for our PATA members.  We have made this 

open access because there is so little other advice around for Stay & Play groups and we 

know how important they are to parents and the wider community.  If you are interested in 

becoming a PATA member, toddler group membership is only £48 for the year and comes 

with benefits including access to our telephone/email support and regular emails with 

relevant information and updates.  You can find out more on our website: 

https://www.pataglos.org.uk/Join-Us 

  

https://www.pataglos.org.uk/Join-Us

